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Present 
 
Andrew McGrath, Kathryn McLennan, Jesse Robertson, Chris Kordas-Humphrey, 
Arielle Stinson and Councillor David Hingston. 
 
Also present was Community Development Manager, Cathy Campbell.  
 
Apologies 
 
An apology was received from Brendan McLucas. 
 
Absent  
 
Sara-Jane Crafter and Alysia Smith 
 
Declaration of Interest 
 
Nil 
 
Confirmation of Minutes 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21st February 2008 
be accepted.  

  (Kordas-Humphrey/McLennan) 
       
Business Arising from Minutes 
 
Nil  
 
Correspondence 
 
Nil 
 
Staff Reports 
 
1.  Temporary Youth Centre  
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT  
 
- Providing members with an overview of outcomes associated with the 

Temporary Yass Youth Centre trial during the April 2008 school holidays.  
 

## 
 

RESOLVED that the Yass Youth Council supports the recommendation put forward 
to Council by the Temporary Yass Youth Centre Steering Committee seeking an 
extension of the Temporary Youth Centre Trial until the 31st July 2008  
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(Kordas/Humphrey/McGrath) 
2.  New Members  
 
Cathy Campbell welcomed Mr Jesse Robertson and Ms Arielle Stinson to the meeting. 
Both Arielle and Jesse expressed their desire to join the Yass Valley Youth Council and 
provided members with an overview of their interests. Jesse is currently working part 
time as a cook at the Club House Hotel and Arielle lives in Bowning and attends school 
in Amaroo.  Jesse and Arielle have been involved in activities occurring in the Yass 
Youth Centre over the past five months.  
 
RESOLVED that  the committee accepts Mr Jesse Roberston and Ms Arielle Stinson 
as members of the Yass Valley Youth Council  
       (Kordas-Humphrey/McLennan)  
 
General Business  
 
1.  Footpath near Yass High School  
 
Chris asked what plans Council had in relation to uprgrading the footpaths in the 
vicinity of Yass High School  
 
Action:  Cathy Campbell to follow up with Council’s Operations Department  
 
2.  Yass Skatepark  
 
Jesse asked if Council had any plans to upgrade the skate park facility in Laidlaw Street. 
He advised that he had recently completed a Council instigated survey regarding the 
skate park.  
 
Action:  Cathy to follow up with Council’s Operations Department  
 
3. Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Yass Youth Council will be held on Thursday 19th June, 2008 
at 5:00 pm in the Yass Valley Youth Centre.  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.30 pm.  
 
………………….. 
Chair. 
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Minutes Rae Burgess House Committee Meeting held on 13 May, 2008. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
 
- To have Council receive and adopt the attached Minutes of a meeting of the Rae 

Burgess House Committee held at the Goodradigbee Centre, Yass on Tuesday 
13th May, 2008.  

 
  

## 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and adopt the Minutes of the meeting of the Rae Burgess House 
Committee held on Tuesday 13th May, 2008. 
 
 
 
 

~ 
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Present 
 
Geoff Kelly and Tony Stevens - Yass Valley Council, Steve Scroope – Landmark. 
Dr Jim McDonald, Scott Schlunke and Chris Harris – YRLPB. 
Invited Guests: Rayson  Tan and Hao Guo – University of Sydney. 

 
Apology   
 
Councillor Cec Burgess. 
 
 No representative from Elders in attendance. 
 
Declaration of Interest 
 
Nil 
 
Confirmation of Minutes  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of meeting held 29 February 2008 be accepted as a true 
and correct record.      

                   (S Scroope/G Kelly) 
 
Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

 
1. Unloading Ramp 
 
Unloading Ramp for sheep – Option discussed was to investigate the feasibility of 
placing a concrete ramp in one of the laneways to accommodate utes and trailers. 
Identified in the Accreditation Audit and needs to be in place before next audit. 
 

Saleyards Operator Report 
 
1. Saleyards Operator - Update 
 
Within the previous three months the DPI and EPA carried out routine inspections of 
the saleyard facilities, there were no issues raised from either inspection.  
 
There are still problems with transport drivers using the yards after hours and not 
informing the Saleyards Operator. 
 
Both agents held store cattle sales in May attracting extra stock number through the 
yards.  
 
There has been an incident of failed NLIS numbers caused by non transfer of stock 
through the NLIS system when sold between private vendors. 
 
The NLIS scanner requires upgrading and recalibration.  A replacement scanner will 
need to be sourced before Council’s scanner is dispatched. 
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General Business 

1.   Private Usage of Saleyards.  
 
Due to insurance related issues, under no circumstances are the Saleyards to be used as 
cattle yards by individuals.  All parties are now aware of usage restrictions and the area 
around the cattle crush will be chained and locked when the saleyards operator is not on 
duty.  Additional signage to be displayed in prominent areas. 
 

2. Yass Rural Lands Protection Board Presentation 
 
Student vets Rayson Tan and Hao Guo from the University of Sydney, presented a 
(Draft) Yass Saleyards Emergency Management Plan.  
 
Final year vets students Rayson and Hao spent 4 weeks in the Yass area under the 
supervision of Yass Rural Lands Protection Board vet Dr Jim McDonald. During this 
time the Draft Yass Saleyards Emergency Management Plan was developed to 
incorporate procedures that would be followed by the Yass Rural Lands Protection 
Board should there be a category 3 infectious disease outbreak at the saleyards. 
This document clearly defines the responsibilities and role of the Yass Rural Lands 
Protection Board, Council and the selling agents should Yass saleyards encounter such 
an emergency.   Further consultation with Council and local stock agents will further 
develop the document for final recommendation.  
 
Rayson and Hao were thanked by the committee for an informative presentation and for 
their research and input into this draft document. 
 
See attached Draft Yass Sale Yards Emergency Management  Plan. (Attachment A) 
 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Friday 5th September 2008 starting at 8.30am in the 
Council Chambers. 
 
Meeting closed 9.55 am   
 
 
 
Tony Stevens 
Minutes Recorder 



 

 
 

Yass Valley Shire Council Livestock Saleyards ATTACHMENT A 
 
Role of Saleyards Manager and Shire Council 
 

• Responsible for providing the Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) and Senior 
Regulatory Officer (SRO) with a detailed map of the Yass Saleyards to aid in 
disease control response.  

• The location of the stock of all vendors present at the sale should be marked on 
the Saleyards plan. 

• Provide cooperation with the internal quarantine of all affected animals, animals 
from the same property and animals with close contact to the affected animals. 
A separation distance of at least 50ms from other animals.  

• All animal sales must be stopped. 
• All stock in the Saleyards at the time of the outbreak must be recorded, traced 

and located.   
• Responsible for contacting the NSW Livestock Carriers Association local 

representatives to arrange for trucks and their loads to immediately return to the 
Saleyards.  

• The Saleyards Managers, under SRO direction, will set up personal and vehicle 
disinfection points.  

• Assisting in site security - All exits from the Saleyards must be secured, 
guarded and staffed with logbook recordings of all people and vehicles entering 
and exiting the Saleyards premises. Access to carpark must be controlled.  

• Keeping records -  All items entering or exiting the Saleyards premises must be 
kept, with pertinent details such as item source/destination, item’s nature and 
purpose etc.  

• The Saleyards Manager will arrange for the affected stock to be moved to the 
crush area of the Saleyards in preparation of slaughter.   

• Facilitates in the euthanasia, disposal, movement control and decontamination 
of the facility and personnel under the instruction of the SRO.  

• Liaison between all relevant personnel (staff, truck drivers, livestock agents) to 
follow protocol.  

 
• Assist in decontamination: 

o Manure will be scraped from pens and yards, stacked, disinfected or 
buried. Surface spraying of yard and laneway surfaces with a suitable 
disinfectant is also appropriate. All permanent surfaces must be free of 
visible contamination.  

o Feeding and water troughs are to be emptied and cleaned out.  
o Long term storage of feed at the Saleyards should not be permitted  Any 

stock feed remaining should have its risk assessed and subsequently 
disinfected or destroyed by incineration or burying   

 
• Provides information for the selection of a suitable post mortem and carcass 

disposal site. 
o Contingency plans should exist for the disposal of large numbers of 

animals and possibly the entire Saleyards population. About 1 km of 
trenching will be needed per 5000 animals although this need not be 
one continuous trench. 

 
• Ensure proper drainage pits and effluent treatment facilities are in place to 

ensure proper containment and no run-off. Effluent disposal systems, which 
involve direct flooding or spraying of effluent on to pastures that are grazed by 
susceptible stock, are not acceptable 

• Isolation of sick animals and vaccination program under instruction by vet. 



 

 
 

Role of Transport Drivers 
 
• In the event of an emergency animal disease (EAD), all vehicles movements are 

restricted until proper decontamination in designated areas and all entry/exit require 
permit issued by the SRO. Vehicles can be quarantined 

• A vehicle logbook recording details of stock pickups/deliveries will be maintained 
and access and parking are to be controlled.  

• Proper routine recording of the movements in and out of animals, feed ingredients, 
equipment and such. The records should be designed so that they can be easily 
and speedily searched for relevant information. 

• Non-livestock transport vehicles should be parked separately from livestock 
transports, to minimise risk of contamination.  

• A system for ensuring vehicles and load reach the designated end point will be 
required and consideration should be given to preventing public access to the 
transit route until the task is completed and any necessary cleaning and disinfection 
completed. 

 
• Vehicles are to be thoroughly cleaned between loads with a suitable disinfectant: 

o For cleaning and disinfecting the vehicles, the existing truck wash area 
may be used. It is emphasised that plain water is not to be used with 
power hoses because this process will release contaminated aerosols of 
the pathogen.  Thus, a mixture of appropriate chemical/disinfectant 
agents shall be used instead.  

 
• Carcasses may need to be transported some distance to suitable burial or 

cremation sites. In arranging transport of carcasses and other material to these 
sites, care will need to be taken to prevent possible leakage of potentially infective 
material. 

• Carcasses and other material may need to be sprayed with suitable disinfectant 
prior to transportation.  

 
 
Role of Livestock Agents 
 

• All stock/station agents need to provide the SRO with a list of stock sold and/or 
have left the Saleyards.   

• Ensure all animals are tagged or electronically scanned for identification and 
traceability. 

• Inform the SRO/ local disease control centre (LDCC) of their movement prior to 
and after the Saleyards EAD outbreak.  Depending on the disease, the livestock 
agents movement after EAD outbreak may be restricted.  

• All equipment and materials likely to come into contact with livestock, or be 
involved in the transfer of infection between animals, are to be maintained in a 
clean and functional state with a suitable disinfectant. 

• Proper routine recording of the movements in and out of animals, feed 
ingredients, equipment and such. The records should be designed so that they 
can be easily and speedily searched for relevant information. 

• Depending on the disease, all affected or suspect affected animals may need to 
be valued and destroyed as soon as possible.  

 
Role of General Public 

 
• Stay in place and do not move about.  
• Follow instructions from the LDCC 
• Decontaminate accordingly. 



 

 
 

Decontamination 
 

Decontamination protocols differ depending on high/low risk group. High risk group is 
thought to have had direct contact with infected stock.  

 
Personnel 

 
 High Risk Low Risk 

Who Veterinarians, agents, livestock 
handlers, farmers and stock-
buyers, livestock carriers and 
Saleyards staff 

Public, canteen and office 
staff.   

Decontamination 
Protocols 

Full shower, including a 
hair wash on site.  

Replacement clothing 
and shoes will be 
provided to wear home. 
Personal clothing and 
footwear will be returned 
after disinfection.  

Restrict interaction with their 
own stock (cattle, sheep, goats, 
pigs and deer) for 3 days. 

 

Permitted to leave 
Saleyards after disinfection 
of footwear and washing of 
exposed skin with soap and 
water.   

Also advised to shower and 
wash their clothes as soon 
as they get home and 
restrict interaction with their 
own stock (cattle, sheep, 
goats, pigs and deer) for 3 
days. 

 

 
  
The SRO will nominate a secondary decontamination point at the Saleyards where 
portable showers are set up for decontamination.   
 
Vehicles 
 

 High risk Medium Risk  Low Risk 

Who Livestock carriers Vehicles belonging 
to farmers, stock/ 
station agents and 
yardsmen 

Vehicles belonging 
to the general 
public, canteen and 
office staff 

Decontamination Must be thoroughly 
cleaned and 
disinfected inside 
and out 

General external 
wash and a 
thorough cleaning 
of the interior. 

 

Hosed down with 
disinfectant, with 
particular attention 
to wheel arches and 
wheels. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Diseases that are highly transmissible with many modalities of spread 
 
Cattle and sheep disease 
 

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species affected Insect Vector Incubation Period
(days) Direct Animal Contact Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent

Eradication  
Strategy 

Foot and mouth* ‐ Pigs 
‐ Cattle and buffalo 
‐ Sheep and goat 
‐ Deer 

 

- 14 High High High High Mod ‐ Slaughter 
‐ Decontamination 
‐ Possible vaccination 

Public health implications ‐ * 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through livestock and insect vectors 
 
Cattle diseases 
 

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species 
affected 

Insect Vector Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct Animal Contact Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Anthrax* 
(Present in 
Australia) 

- Cattle and 
buffalo 
- Sheep  

- 4-10 None from live animals. 
 
Yes from opened dead affected 
animals carcasses where spores are 
allowed to sporulate 

- - - - - Removal from 
contaminated site 
- Do not open animal 
carcasses 
- Vaccination 

Rift Valley 
Fever* 

‐ Sheep and 
goat 

‐ Cattle and 
buffalo 

‐ Camels 
‐ People 

Mosquitoes 30 Low Low Low Low Low ‐ Insect vector 
control 

‐ Vaccination 

Vesicular 
stomatitis* 

Cattle, horses 
and pigs 

Biting flies, 
Mosquitoes and 
Culicoides 

21 - - Low Low Low -Slaughter 
- Decontamination 
- Insect vector 
Control 
- Animal Husbandry 

Rabies* 
 

All mammals - Months Mod Low - Low - - Slaughter 
- Vaccination 

 
Public health implications ‐ * 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through livestock and insect vectors 
 
Cattle diseases 

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species 
affected 

Insect 
Vector 

Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct Animal 
Contact 

Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Screw-worm fly* All 
mammals 

- N.A. High - - - - - Insect vector 
control 
- Animal 
husbandry 

Rinderpest ‐ Cattle 
and 
Buffalo 

‐ Sheep 
and goats 

‐ Pigs 

- 21 High Short 
distance 

Mod Low low ‐ Slaughter 
‐ Decontamination 

Lumpy skin disease 
 
 
 
 
 

Cattle Biting flies 
and 
mosquitoes 

28 Mod - Low Low Low - Slaughter 
- Decontamination 
- Insect vector 
control 
- Vaccination 

Bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy* 
(BSE) 

Cattle - Months Only via 
ingestion - 
contaminated 
feed 

- - - - - Slaughter 

 
Public health implications ‐ * 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through livestock and insect vectors 
 
Cattle diseases 
 

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species 
affected 

Insect 
Vector 

Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct Animal 
Contact 

Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Bluetongue ‐ Sheep and 
goats 

‐ Cattle and 
buffalo 

‐ Deer 

Culicoides 40 - - - - - ‐ Insect vector 
control 

‐ Vaccination  
‐ Animal 

husbandry 
 
Public health implications ‐ * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through livestock and insect vectors 
 
Sheep diseases 
  

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species 
affected 

Insect 
Vector 

Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct Animal Contact Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Anthrax* 
(Present in 
Australia) 

- Cattle and 
buffalo 
- Sheep  

- 4-10 None from live animals. 
 
Yes from opened dead affected animals 
carcasses where spores are allowed to 
sporulate 

- - - - - Removal from 
contaminated site 
- Do not open animal 
carcasses 
- Vaccination 

Rift Valley 
Fever* 

‐ Sheep and 
goat 

‐ Cattle and 
buffalo 

‐ Camels 
‐ People 

Mosquitoes 30 Low Low Low Low Low ‐ Insect vector 
control 

‐ Vaccination 

Rabies* 
 

All mammals 
 

- Months Mod Low - Low - - Slaughter 
- Vaccination 

Screw-worm 
fly* 

All mammals - N.A. High - - - - - Insect vector control 
- Animal husbandry 

 
Public health implications ‐ * 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through livestock and insect vectors 
 
Sheep diseases 
 

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species 
affected 

Insect Vector Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct 
Animal 
Contact 

Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Sheep pox 
 

Sheep and 
goats 

Flies, 
mosquitoes, 
Culicoides 

21 High Short 
distance 

High Mod Mod -Slaughter 
-Decontamination 
- Insect vector 
control 
-Vaccination 

Rinderpest ‐ Cattle 
and 
Buffalo 

‐ Sheep 
and goats 

‐ Pigs 

- 21 High Short 
distance 

Mod Low low ‐ Slaughter 
‐ Decontamination 

Scrapie  Sheep and 
goats 

- Years Mod  Low - Low Low -Slaughter 

Peste des petits 
ruminants 
(PPR) 

Sheep and 
goats 

- 21 High Short 
distance 

Low  Low Low -Slaughter 
- Decontamination 

 
Public health implications ‐ * 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through livestock and insect vectors 
 
Sheep diseases 
 

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species 
affected 

Insect 
Vector 

Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct Animal 
Contact 

Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Bluetongue ‐ Sheep and 
goats 

‐ Cattle and 
buffalo 

‐ Deer 

Culicoides 40 - - - - - ‐ Insect vector 
control 

‐ Vaccination  
‐ Animal 

husbandry 
 
Public health implications ‐ * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through people, vehicle and contamination 
 
Cattle diseases 
 

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species affected Insect 
Vector 

Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct Animal 
Contact 

Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Aujeszky’s 
Disease 

‐ Pigs 
‐ Cattle 
‐ Sheep and 

goats 
‐ Dogs and cats 

-  7 High for pigs 
 
Low for other species 

Short 
distance 

Mod Mod Mod ‐ Limited slaughter 
‐ Decontamination 
‐ Possible 

vaccination 

 
Public health implications ‐ * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Diseases predominantly transmitted through people, vehicle and contamination 
 
Sheep diseases 
  

Disease Spread Risk Emergency 
Disease 

Species 
affected 

Insect Vector Incubation 
Period 
(days) 

Direct Animal 
Contact 

Aerosol Mechanical Personnel Effluent
Eradication  
Strategy 

Sheep pox 
 

Sheep and 
goats 

Flies, mosquitoes, 
Culicoides 

21 High Short 
distance 

High Mod Mod -Slaughter 
-Decontamination 
- Insect vector 
control 
-Vaccination 

Aujeszky’s 
Disease 

‐ Pigs 
‐ Cattle 
‐ Sheep and 

goats 
‐ Dogs and 

cats 

-  7 High for pigs 
 
Low for other 
species 

Short 
distance 

Mod Mod Mod ‐ Limited slaughter 
‐ Decontamination 
‐ Possible 

vaccination 

 
Public health implications ‐ * 
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Present 
 
Board Members: Chair Mayor Nic Carmody, Councillor Allan McGrath, Councillor 
David Hingston, Mr David Rowe, Mrs Dorothy Horsman, Mr Michael Merriman, Mr 
Richard Everson and Ms Sarah Kettle.   
 
Also present was Ms Julie Meddows and Ms Louise Booth, Tourism and Promotions 
Co-ordinator. 

 (McGrath/Hingston) 
 
Declaration of Interest 
 
Nil 
 
Confirmation of Minutes 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Yass Valley Development Corporation meeting 
held on 5 February, 2008 be taken as read and confirmed.  

 (McGrath/Hingston) 
 
Business Arising from Minutes 
 
Nil 
 
Correspondence  
 
Nil 
 
Staff Reports 
 
1. Christmas Celebrations for Yass Town - 2008 

Reporting Officers – Louise Booth and Julie Meddows 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT   
 
- To propose arrangements for the 2008 pre-Christmas Celebrations for Comur 

Street. 
## 

RESOLVED that: 
 
(a) Mrs Dorothy Horsman and Councillors Allan McGrath and David Hingston, 

form a Christmas Celebration sub-committee to work with Yass Valley Visitor 
Information Centre Staff and organise the Yass Town Christmas Event. 

 
(b) The Sub-committee meet on Monday 14 July 2008 in the Council Chambers, 

with members of the Yass Chamber of Commerce to discuss the Christmas 
Event. 
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(c) Invitations be forwarded to retailers in Yass inviting them to attend the 

meeting. 
(Horsman/Merriman) 

 
2. Event Funding Applications – 2007-2008  
 Reporting Officer - Louise Booth 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
- To advise the Board on two further applications for event funding assistance and 

seek the Board’s decision regarding the allocation of funding for these events.  
 

## 
 
RESOLVED that having received both applications the Board would donate $1000 
toward the success of both events.   

(McGrath/Merriman) 
 

General Business 
 
1. Sports and Outdoor Media Signage  
 
Councillor McGrath requested information on the Sports and Outdoor Media Signage.  
Louise Booth reported that no action had been taken on that issue since it was last raised 
and that it remained in development.     
 
2. Next Meeting  
 
The next meeting of the YVDC will be held on Tuesday 12 August, 2008 at 6 pm in the 
Council Chambers.   
 
There being no further business the meeting closed. 
 
………………………….. 
Chair. 
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