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ENVIRONMENTAL SERCVIES 

Objective 
 

To provide guidelines for outdoor eating and signage in the Yass Commercial area. 
 

Policy 
 

1. The Importance of Footpaths 
 

The footpath outside shops and business can form part of an overall commercial street 
character incorporating the buildings, footpaths, shop fronts and street furniture. 
 
If treated well, they can add to the vibrant nature of a commercial street.  Treated poorly 
the use of footpaths can result in unnecessary clutter, obstructions for shoppers and a 
poor presentation to passers by. 

 
2. Land to which this Policy applies – Figure No. 1 . 

 
3. Design guidelines and standards. 

 
3.1 Outdoor eating/seating areas 

 
Outdoor eating and seating areas may be provided in a variety of ways.  They 
may include: 
 
(a) umbrellas or some other form of shade structure; 
(b) a temporary barrier to clearly define the outdoor eating area.   
 
Barriers could include ropes or flower boxes. 

 
3.2 Outdoor eating/seating areas and sales/displays 

 
The outdoor eating/seating area and sales/displays must: 
 
(a) not unduly obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, especially children, 

people with prams, the elderly and people with disabilities including 
wheel chair users; 

(b) shall be located to maintain a clear pedestrian travel path of 2.0 metres; 
(c) be located to adjoin an approved retail or commercial use; 
(d) be carried out from a safe structure if a structure is used; 
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(e) not be located in front of driveways or entrances to properties unless the 

permission of the property owner has been obtained; 
(f) comply with Council’s standards concerning food premises should 

outdoor eating be involved; 
(g) be of a high standard in design and construction. 

 
3.3 Furniture 

 
Outdoor furniture should be of a high standard which reflects the high exposure 
of the main street and the importance of a good first impression to passersby. 
 
Accordingly, Council is able to provide information on a range of outdoor 
furniture types which might be suitable. 

 
  3.4 Sandwich board advertising 
 

Permission to occupy the footways by sandwich board signs may be granted for 
commercial premises in the Yass commercial area subject to the following: 
 
(a) signs shall be located to ensure a clear pedestrian travel zone of 2.0 

metres in width; 
(b) an area of 600 mm in width from the top of the kerb shall be kept clear; 
(c) the size of the signs shall be restricted to a maximum of 1.2 metres 

vertical and 1.0 metres horizontal; 
(d) signs shall be limited to a maximum of two per shop front; 
(e) the signs at all times is to be professionally presented; 
(f) Council is satisfied that the signs do not restrict or endanger the public 

use of or obstruct the footway or interfere with public convenience; 
(g) the signs because of their construction, size, colour or material do not 

endanger the public using the Council footways. 
 

   3.5 Licensing 
 

(a) an annual licence is obtained from Council to permit the placement of the 
sign, outdoor eating / seating areas and sales / displays in a place on the 
footway designated by Council and also at such times as may be 
designated by Council; 

(b) if at any time the policy is contravened to constitute an obstruction, the 
licence may be revoked by Council. 

 
   3.6 Insurance 
 

(a) the licensee shall possess a public liability insurance policy of a 
minimum of 10 million dollars showing Council as a named insurer and 
contain a cross liability; 

(b) the public liability policy document or Certificate of Currency should 
include the insured’s business or profession. 
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FIGURE 1 



 

Date of Issue:   10 October 2007  Page 4 of 7 Policy No.:  DA-POL-9 

Council Policy 

 
    
4. Street Vending 
 

The Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) requires anyone engaged in street vending activity to 
obtain prior approval from Council. 
 
Street vending involves the selling of articles either directly or from a stall or at a footpath 
restaurant or takeaway service facility on public roads and public places. 

 

Other Relevant Policies/Procedures 
 

Previously known as Policy F.10. 
DA-POL-11 Use of Yass Central Business District Footpaths – Non Business 
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